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Foreword
The education market changed forever in 2020. Globally, up until this point, education was only 2.6% digitised.
Nevertheless, in the last 5 years, the rapid increase in EdTech venture capital investment has signaled that change
is on its way. The pandemic further increased EdTech adoption and investment on a global level, and it is expected
to accelerate the evolution of Qatar’s EdTech sector as well.
Qatar’s education sector has been rapidly fueled by government investment into infrastructure and numerous
government programs, and is expected to reach $2.8bn by 2023. The EdTech space is in its nascent stages and we
expect it to rapidly grow over the coming years. There are certain prerequisites for growth in the space for
example a greater focus on entrepreneurship is needed to allow domestic EdTech companies to spring up as there
are less than 10 startups operating in the sector currently.
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What is EdTech ?

"

Education technology (EdTech) refers to the
practice of using technology to support
teaching and the effective day-to-day
management of education institutions. It
includes hardware (such as tablets, laptops or
other digital devices), and digital resources,
software and services that help aid teaching,
meet speciﬁc needs, and help the daily running
of education institutions.

Source: Department for Education (2020), HolonIQ (2020)

$2.8 billion
Projected Qatari Education
Market by 2023

"
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EdTech in 2020
Education is a $6trn industry and is expected to grow to $8trn by 2025. Its
importance in the Qatar is increasing as shown by the increasing government
education expenditure YoY. However, EdTech only accounts for 2.6% of all
global education expenditure, compared to 10-20% in other industries.
Digitalisation in education has been slow.

Global EdTech VC Funding 2013 - H1 2020 ($b)

However, in the last 5 years, growth in EdTech started to pick up with
increased accessibility to the internet and drastic improvements in user
experience. Internet penetration in Qatar stands at 99% in 2020. Thus,
EdTech expenditure was already expected to grow with a pre-COVID CAGR
of 15% until 2025, resulting in a $400bn industry and this trend is likely to be
mirrored in Qatar.
The Qatari EdTech space has primarily been invested in by the government
and government partnerships and is lacking in external investment currently.
The Qatari population totals 2.78m therefore the domestic need for
education is relatively small, nevertheless, the country has seen an inﬂux of
people seeking education in recent years. Qatar could hence position itself as
a leading education hub in the Middle East.
Source: Credit Suisse (2020), HolonIQ (2020), Metaari (2020)
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We believe that investment in education is very
rewarding, whether in private schools or private
colleges and universities.
Mohammed Abdul Wahed Ali Al Hammadi
Qatar’s Minister of Education
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Qatar EdTech Market
The education market grew at a CAGR of 4.6% from 2013 to 2018 and it is
projected to reach $2.8bn by 2023. This growth will be due to increasing pursuit of
higher education by the domestic market but also a foreign inﬂux from students
looking to attend university at the satellite campuses of leading universities in
Qatar.
Of the market segments, the largest share will be maintained by K-12 then higher
education followed by test preparation. The private segment of K-12 is expected to
further increase as BCG forecasts a shift towards private schools with enrolments
expected to grow to 70%. The higher education sector has been limited by higher
fees, nevertheless increasing rates of female enrolment have been seen. Many
students take international tests such as the IELTS, GRE and GMAT, therefore, the
test preparation sector has been one of the strongest sectors.
Various non-traditional sectors have also been ﬂourishing such vocational training
and online learning. Due to high levels of government investment and an evolving
ecosystem, there is space for EdTech startups to capture the potential opportunity.

Source: KENResearch (2020), MERating (2019)
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Qatar EdTech Investability
The nascent EdTech startup space in Qatar has been evolving - supported
extensively by the World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) - a Qatar
Foundation (QF) initiative.

Qatar Education Budget Allocation 2017 - 2019

The Qatar Science and Technology Park has launched a Tech Venture Fund with the
goal of supporting domestic innovative startups and attracting international
startups looking to scale up in the region. The investment mandate is for companies
ranging from seed to Series B with up to $3m available for Series B companies.
The Qatar Science and Technology is home to many multinational corporations
thereby providing value to startups that are based there. Another initiative is the
project development fund which shares the costs of a startup. It gives up to half of
the total budget as a grant to encourage local startups and SMEs to develop their
products and services, with the local market in mind.
Furthermore, the QSTP has partnerships with international corporations and it has
entered into 115 investments in regional companies via the 500 Startups venture
fund.

Source: Crunchbase (2020), Qatar Science and Technology Park (2020, WISE (2020)
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Qatar Education Policy
Education is a key part of the human development pillar of the Qatar National
Vision 2030. Therefore in 2020, QR 22.1bn was allocated to education (10.5% of
total government expenditure). Major projects in place include school expansions as
well as improvements of the educational facilities network. The government
investment has been reﬂected in the growing number of education organisations.
The goals include skill enrichment and the creation of a job ready workforce. The
focus of the international curriculum will be “learning, digital sessions, English
language and holistic development.” The end goal is the creation of a
“knowledge-based and diversiﬁed” economy, capable of ﬂourishing in the long run.
Another government target is for 50% of workers in industry, especially the energy
sector, to be locals.
These goals are being implemented by 3 primary organisations: the Ministry of
Education, the Supreme Education Council and the Qatar Foundation.

Source: Qatar Education Ministry (2020), Qatar National Budget (2020)

Qatar Vision 2030
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Recent Developments
The Education City now hosts more than 8000 students with 9 universities
and 11 schools as part of the pre-university education network.
The World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) was launched in 2009. It
is intended to be a platform to connect people, for example, stakeholders,
experts and decision makers on a global level, in order to facilitate the
dialogue on education. Moreover, WISE’s Nobel Prize for $500,000
encourages research and innovation in the ﬁeld. Co-located at the Education
City is the Qatar Science & Technology Park - both a host for international
tech companies as well as acting as an incubator for startups. Built with an
investment of $800m, it is Qatar’s ﬁrst free-trade zone and many
international companies have joined the park such as ExxonMobil, Microsoft
and GE.
The embrace of EdTech is evident by the Qatar National Library which offers
a large proportion of its collection as e-Books and has one of the most
widespread access to scholarly research in the world.

Source: Qatar Science and Technology Park (2020), WISE (2020)

9

I say, give me 10 reasons why educating the world's
out of school children can wait, and I'll give you 10
million reasons why it cannot.
Her Highness Sheikha Moza
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Case Studies
Sep
2015

B2C
model

5000+
tutors

Modaris was founded in 2015 and is a platform that allows
students to connect with local home tutors. Its goal is to
enable students to “learn faster, develop valuable skills and
broaden their academic horizons.” The company leverages
data, to assess what problems students are facing. Tutors
can assess the level of demand for different subjects in their
area and what prices students are willing to pay.
The company operates in Qatar, Malaysia, Australia and
Turkey. They’ve attracted >5,000 tutors and over 11,000
subjects are searched monthly. Modaris was recently
selected as one of Red Herring’s Top 100 companies in Asia.
This is the ﬁrst time in the history of Red Herring that a
startup has been selected as a Top 100 Asia ﬁnalist.

Source: Crunchbase (2020), modaris.me (2020), getSajdah.com (2020)

May
2020

B2C
model

Sajdah has created the world’s ﬁrst smart prayer rug
catered towards new Muslims and children. It is able to
detect the movements of the user and output feedback to
advise the user on what is the appropriate prayer to say and
what position the user should be in. It is supported by the
app where the user can browse the Qur’an and the user can
choose the chapter of the Qur’an that they would like to
read during their prayer. The real-time feedback and
correction enables users to efﬁciently and effectively learn
how to pray.
The product is being developed by Thakaa Technologies - a
company founded in May 2020 and incubated at the Qatar
Science and Technology Park.
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Next 3 Years: Driving Trends
Rise in EdTech Investment
Qatar suffers from a lack of external investment. The majority of investment in the education space has been via the Qatari
government. Government investment will likely see steep increases in order to maintain the stimulus provided by the
investment into the Education City. Moreover, the rulers have emphasised the importance of education, so it will hold weight in
future national budgets.
Further development of EdTech ecosystem
The ecosystem for startup development is present although in its nascent stages with only a few major players e.g. WISE.
Entrepreneurship and innovation need to be encouraged and nurtured at earlier stages to boost the number of EdTech
startups and lead to further evolution of the EdTech ecosystem.

Developing a promising array of domestic EdTech startups
The investments into the education system and surrounding education initiatives will yield rewards in the coming
years. Qatar has seen an inﬂux of international students due to 9 international world-renowned universities being
stationed in the Education City. These will be innovation hubs seeding higher levels of innovation and startups.

Source: Crunchbase (2020)
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Initiatives
The EdTech Book
To be released by January 2021

World's ﬁrst crowdsourced
EdTech Book
The reference guide for parents,
educators and entrepreneurs

The Accelerator
Be one of the 10 startups in our
EdTech cross-border accelerator

Gain access to 200+ EdTech investors,
mentors and experts
Cross continents & expand to new
markets in Europe and Asia
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Get Featured
karen@superchargerventures.com
10 world class EdTech reports on key markets
Follow us on Linkedin for updates

Contact Us
hello@superchargerventures.com
Research presented by SuperCharger Ventures
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This report (including any enclosures and attachments) has been prepared for the exclusive use and benefit of the addressee(s) and solely for the purpose for which it is provided. Unless we provide express prior
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